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People usually communicate their ideas through conversation. Conversation is a 
way to transfer messages. In having conversation, people are advisable to be careful in 
using strategy in order to maintain the communication. They also must be aware of the 
politeness strategy to make their communication more acceptable by the others. Thus, 
sometimes the speakers do not utter what they mean directly. They tend to hedge their 
sentence to be cooperative with the hearer. This study is concerned with discussing about 
one of the negative politeness strategies, especially hedges that is focused on the dialogs 
of the main characters in Armageddon movie. The characters are Harry S. Stamper, Dan 
Golden Truman, Grace Stamper, and Albert Jack Frost (A.J). The researcher points 

them because they are involved deeply in the panic situation and they are from different 
social backgrounds. 

The research design of this study is qualitative  descriptive. The primary data is 
the written form or the transcription of the utterances from the main characters dialog. In 
this study, the combination of types of hedges between Salager-Meyer (1994), Iragiliati 
(2007) and Brown-Levinson (1990) is used to analyze the type of hedges. The Gricean 
Maxims are also used in order to know what kind of maxim related to the hedges is used. 
In addition, the pragmatics scale is employed to reveal the aspects which impose the use 
of hedges in Armageddon movie. 

The result shows that from 62 data, not all types of hedges appear in the main 
characters utterances. Three types of hedges are not found in the conversation. They are 
introductory phrase (IP), compound hedges (CH) and relevance-hedges (RH).On the 
other hand, the types of hedges that are used by the characters are modal auxiliary verb 
(50%), If-clause (24.1%), modal lexical verb (9.7%), hedges combined with the use of 
emphatics (6.5%), approximator (3.2%), prosodic and kinesic hedges (3.2%), adverbial, 
adjectival, and modal noun phrase (1.6%), and strong words (1.6%).  

When the speakers hedge their sentence, they are aware of cooperative principle 
that contains four sub-maxims. From 62 data that contain hedges, most of the hedges are 
related to maxim of quality (35 hedges), since it is related to what the speaker believe. In 
such terrible situations, the characters try to say what they believe is true. Then, maxim of 
quantity (17) is in the second place. This maxim is used when the characters face 
something dangerous or something that insist them to obey the rule. The third place is 
maxim of manner (8 utterances). This maxim is used especially when the characters talk 
about planning their vocation. The last place is maxim of relation (2 hedges). This maxim 
is used by Grace when she wants to shift the topic. This kind of usage related to the 
typical female speaks out. 

In conversation, there are some aspects that impose the use of hedges by the main 
characters in Armageddon movie. The first is the degree of imposition. It is related to the 
sensitiveness of the topic or conversation. Thus, when the speaker tries to discuss 



something sensitive, he/she prefers to hedge in order to be acceptable and maintain the 
conversation. The second one is the degree of power. In this movie, this consideration 
mostly appears in the conversation between NASA and oil driller when they are 
discussing problems. The degree of power here can be in the form of position or 
knowledge. The third aspect is the degree of social distance. The characters use hedges 
with this consideration when they come from different social backgrounds. As the 
relationship si closer, the degree of politeness is getting lower. Harry prefers hedge his 
sentence when he talks to Golden (NASA), while when he talks to the some oil driller or 
his daughter, he is not really insisted by the politeness strategies.  

This study is focused on the type of hedges that are used y the characters, maxims 
that are related and the aspects impose the appearance of hedges in the main characters 
dialogs. Hence, other studies are still needed to improve the result and the finding about 
hedges in other genre of conversation, such as medical, business, negotiation, diplomatic 
affairs, etc.  
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