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Studies in Indonesian have steadily shown an increased interest in uncovering a variety of 
characteristics that represent the Indonesian communicative style. Thus far, ethnographic studies 
in spoken Indonesian have yielded some typical interactional features, including pragmatic 
particle use (Wouk, 1998; Sari, 2008), code choice and switching (Goebel, 2002; Susanto, 2006), 
gender talk (Wouk, 1999), and style (Rafferty, 1982; Sari, 2009), all of which tend to present the 
broader structural perspective. On the other hand, micro level strategies that are concerned with 
speaker introspection (Johnstone, 2000) and perception (Zhang & Liu, 2008) demonstrate equally 
important elements in linguistic research that help expand the wider picture with profound 
implications on the construction of identity and awareness within a multicultural context (Kim, 
2003). Such a construction has further been linked to foreign language learning in which the 
learner gains better understanding of own culture by enhancing learning of the target language 
(Ortuño, 1991). Current research dealing with technology along the same lines yields that 
technology plays a crucial role within the learning context because it provides access to 
information as well as serving as platform for interaction for a better learning environment 
(Hoopingarner, 2009).  

However, the micro level perspective in general has not been the subject of detailed 
cross-linguistic study despite some preliminary studies (Johnstone, 2000; Kim, 2003). In light of 
generating findings that comparatively connect the studies and stimulate further research in 
spoken Indonesian, I propose that through integrated methodology a micro level perspective can 
shed light on language and cultural awareness in that it allows one to critically reflect one s 
experience in observing an interactive process.  

This paper examines 10 Indonesian graduate students introspective accounts on 
colloquial Indonesian in Jakarta, Indonesia in 2009. The study takes on a qualitative look at a 
variety of self introspective accounts of Indonesian adults on their perspectives of colloquial 
Indonesian in Jakarta, Indonesia in 2009. They are female and male adult Indonesians in their late 
20s and older, and belong to different ethnic communities in Indonesia. The participants are at 
least bilingual, with some being multilingual in Indonesian, English, and some regional 
languages. The participants were involved in an observation of a total of 63-minute recordings of 
various casual conversations in an interactional sociolinguistics project that I supervised. The 
participants collected their assigned spoken data, transcribed and translated the data, and analyzed 
the transcription. During the data collection, the participants carried out fieldwork and went 
through the standard fieldwork stages, including setting and human subject selection and voice 
recording. They recorded the conversation and transcribed the data.  

I held conference sessions with the participants throughout the duration of the project to 
check on the progress and to interview individual participants. The participants and I played back 
the recordings and discussed the individual processes during data collection. I then saved the 
voice data in audio files using Audacity and uploaded the files on the institution s open-source 
online learning platform. The participants were able to access the audio files from their computer 
to analyze the data. During this stage, the participants were in close contact with me in that they 
used the conference sessions for communication and sharing of information. Finally the 
participants reported their observations in writing in English. The participant account was then 
analyzed within the framework of micro level perspective on qualitative study (Johnstone, 2000) 
and the cultural awareness model (Ortuño, 1991).  

The data analysis shows a tremendous reaction toward individual perception and 
introspection. The participants were inclined to perceive their involvement in the assigned 
research activities as a positive experience and an important window to the Indonesian culture. 



All of the ten participants stated that they gained a useful insight toward the Indonesian culture 
and languages. After the participants analyzed 7643 words of spoken Indonesian corpora, they 
wrote a report on a variety of sociolinguistic issues centering on the speaker-interlocutor 
relationship throughout the conversation.  

The topics relevant to each participant s observation deal with code switching, interethnic 
interaction, and the non-standard varieties of Indonesian, including observation on the use of 
slang and taboo words and expressions, style,  and gender in interaction. The participant 
reflection will be addressed with the support of their individual reaction in writing. 

If the study of linguistics targets research consciousness that encompasses insightful 
outcomes for both the actual results and the processes occurring throughout a research project, 
then an integral methodology should be seen as effective in linguistic research. In so doing, the 
combination of planning, monitoring, and technology-enhanced measures must be considered. 
Such an integrated methodology results in not only improving the learning experience, but 
fostering language and cultural awareness by making evaluation of own language. Throughout 
this study the participants were involved from the beginning of the research project and became 
the agents, or evaluators, of their own culture in that they carried out the processes of self 
monitoring, reflection, and critical analysis. Some work on academic writing must however be 
done to help improve the writing skills on the graduate level. Recommendations include well-
planned research projects with integrated methodology and effective training workshops in 
academic writing.      


